ADULT EDUCATION	229
per cent have an education equal to or lower than Class 2 (nine
years) of a village school. In spite of all the work that has been
done for adult education, the Soviet and Party *6 Actives"1 have
not wholly eliminated their own illiteracy or semi-literacy. It
was decided that forty adult schools were needed—thirty-one
for the villages and nine for the towns—to educate the workers
of the leading trade unions. This proposal was approved by the
district education authority and the bureau of the town's Party
committee, and by the district executive committee. The or-
ganisation of the schools was carried out in accordance with the
information obtained as to the number of semi-literate brigade
leaders, book-keepers, members of the management, etc. The
size of the classes was fixed at between twenty-five and thirty.
It was agreed that first place should be given to those in the
leading positions. In eleven schools, 68 per cent of the pupils
consisted of brigade leaders, book-keepers, presidents, and mem-
bers of the kolkhoz management; 32 per cent consisted of gen-
eral kolkhoz workers. It is interesting to note that there were
eleven presidents of village Soviets among the pupils.
All the pupils were examined. The results showed that the
majority knew in arithmetic the four rules, a few percentages,
and fractions. In Russian language they were all backward.
There arose the very serious problem of whether to have paid
or volunteer teachers. It was decided that the work of elimina-
ting semi-literacy in the kolkhoz demanded payment, and the
whole network of adult schools should be run without exception
on paid labour. In the towns it was possible and desirable to
attract volunteer teachers. They were drawn into the work from
the primary and incomplete secondary schools. A director of an
adult school was paid a quarter of the salary of the Head of a
village school. A teacher was paid 1 rouble an hour from
the general funds. The local budget covered the expenses
of textbooks and equipment. The Down with Illiteracy
Society gave 50 per cent towards the expenses. With the help
of this well-organised branch, and with the aid of the
* Active—a group of the most active workers.

